
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

SUBPART 2
FOREST RESTORATION PILOT PROJECT

324.50108 Forest restoration pilot project; purpose; sources of funding; allocation of funds.
Sec. 50108. (1) The department may fund a forest restoration pilot project or any other district created

under this part to implement this part. The forest restoration pilot project may consist of the establishment and
funding of the forest improvement district formed under this part.

(2) The department may fund the pilot project or any other district created pursuant to this part from funds
appropriated annually by the legislature and from the following sources:

(a) General fund of the state.
(b) Grants from the federal government.
(c) Grants or gifts from private persons.
(d) Any other permissible source.
(3) When allocating available funds among proposed pilot projects, the department shall consider those

projects that in its judgment will produce the greatest public benefit, giving consideration to all of the
following factors:

(a) The need to demonstrate the potential commercial benefits of forest practices that can be recognized by
the establishment of a forest improvement district.

(b) The need to demonstrate the potential benefits to long-term production, maintenance, and enhancement
of the total forest resource system.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50109 Expenses.
Sec. 50109. A district board of directors shall determine the annual expenses of the district and shall

submit an itemized list of the expenses to the department. The department shall include those expenses in its
annual budget request to the legislature.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50110 Repealed. 2013, Act 45, Imd. Eff. June 6, 2013.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to definitions.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50111 Western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district; establishment; petition;
selection of lands by committee; employment of forester; activation of working forests;
factors in determining and allocating funds.
Sec. 50111. (1) A forest restoration pilot project organized as a forest improvement district with a gross

territorial boundary encompassing the western 6 counties of the Upper Peninsula of this state with its
headquarters and industrial site in or near the village of Baraga shall be established as a governmental
subdivision of the state when a petition signed by 25 or more landowners of a total combined acreage of more
than 55,000 acres within the gross territorial boundary is filed with the department. The name of the district
shall be the “western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district”. The petition shall set forth those
requirements prescribed by section 50124(1)(a), (b), and (e). The district forester of the department may sign
the petition and include in the petition forest lands under the jurisdiction of the department to establish 1
working forest within each district. In the western Upper Peninsula pilot project district, at least 25% of the
lands shall be composed of nonindustrial private timber owners of at least 40-acre tracts and not more than
640-acre tracts. Not more than 15,000 acres in each district may be owned by 1 timber owner. One timber
owner shall not have a majority ownership in more than 1 working forest in a district. One timber owner of
more than 7,500 acres shall not vote for a director from more than 1 working forest.

(2) The pilot project district shall give preference to land well stocked predominantly with hardwood trees
and may include other broadleaf trees having approximately 6 inches or more diameter breast height and
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having above average future market values to expedite marketability from the restructuring of the land.
(3) The selection of land composing each working forest in the pilot project district shall be made from the

written applications received from the timber owners on application forms prescribed by a committee
composed of 7 members, 3 of whom shall be the 3 directors of forest restoration, inc., and 4 of whom shall be
members of the public appointed by these 3 directors. Not less than 4 members of the committee shall be
graduate foresters who have had at least 5 years' experience supervising logging operations. The committee
shall select the land and may employ a full-time forester.

(4) When the selection of land is made and the working forests identified, the committee shall establish a
sequence for the activation of the working forests in the pilot project district when, and as, a substantial use
for or marketing of waste wood becomes available, if more than 4 working forests are identified. When the
working forests are to be activated, the forest management plans of the members shall be approved, and the
members of each activated working forest then shall elect a director of the district.

(5) The department or any other state agency shall remit to the western Upper Peninsula forest
improvement district funds appropriated for such purposes by the legislature.

(6) The funds otherwise appropriated for the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district shall be
determined and allocated to produce the greatest public benefit based on the following factors:

(a) The potential economic benefits of forest practices which can be recognized by the establishment of the
western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district.

(b) The potential benefits to long-term production, maintenance, and enhancement of the total forest
resource system.

(c) The potential benefits from a large-volume use of waste wood as a primary fuel for electric generating
plants or as raw material for processing and manufacturing plants.

(d) The potential increased employment produced by the adoption of forest practices.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50112 Repealed. 2013, Act 45, Imd. Eff. June 6, 2013.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to the board of directors of western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50113 Report.
Sec. 50113. During the years of operation of the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district, a

detailed report of the operation and impact of the district shall be submitted by the board of the district to the
departments and the legislature for an analysis and evaluation.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50114 Notices; contents; certification.
Sec. 50114. Within 30 days after receipt of the certificate from the secretary of state pursuant to section

50127, the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district board shall record a notice pursuant to this
part setting forth the names and addresses of the member landowners and the legal description of each
member's forest lands in the office of the register of deeds for each county in which the land is situated. When
forest lands are added or withdrawn, a like notice shall be recorded within 30 days thereafter, and copies of all
notices shall be served upon the appropriate local taxing authorities. The notices shall be certified under oath.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50115 Mandate for public benefit; standards for conduct of forest practices.
Sec. 50115. For the public benefit, the board shall mandate the continuous growing, improvement, and

harvesting of forest trees to protect and maintain the forest soil, air, water resources, wildlife, and aquatic
habitat within the district. The board of the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district shall
establish minimum standards for the conduct of forest practices on forest land within the district. These
standards shall do all of the following:

(a) Provide for the improvement and harvesting of forest trees in a manner that will increase the
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productivity of the forest land, reduce soil and debris entering streams, and protect wildlife and fish habitat.
(b) Provide for road construction that will ensure the maintenance of forest productivity and water quality

during construction and maintenance.
(c) Provide for reforestation that will maintain the growing and harvesting of desirable forest tree species

by describing the conditions under which reforestation will be required, specifying the minimum and
maximum number of trees per acre and the maximum period of time allowed after harvesting for
reforestation, and requiring stabilization of soils that have become exposed as a result of harvesting. An
acreage exemption from reforestation may be established, except that, on the land exempted, within 1 year
after harvesting, some form of vegetative cover shall be required sufficient to provide continuing soil
productivity and stabilization.

(d) Provide for management of slashings resulting from the harvesting, management, or improvement of
forest tree species so as to protect reproduction and residual stands, to reduce the risk from fire, insects, and
disease, to optimize the conditions for future regeneration of forest trees, and to maintain water quality and
fish and wildlife habitat.

(e) Coordinate the notification requirement of this subpart and all other submission requirements imposed
upon members so as to minimize the requirements for submission of information.

(f) Require having specific forest fire fighting equipment readily available.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50116 Changes in forest management plan; approval; appeal; determination; service of
changes on members; effective date of changes.
Sec. 50116. (1) A member who has submitted and obtained approval of the member's forest management

plan and desires to effect a change in the plan shall set forth the proposed change in writing and obtain the
written approval of the supervisory forester of the working forest in which the member's lands are located.

(2) If the supervisory forester does not grant the approval, the member may appeal the denial to the
forestry director, if any, or to the board, and the forestry director's and the board's determination shall be final.

(3) Changes in forestry management plans determined by the board shall be set forth in writing and served
upon the members and shall take effect 30 days after the service is made.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50117 Security for repayment of bonds.
Sec. 50117. The security for the repayment of bonds issued by the district may be a pledge or mortgage on

all lands owned by the district and all of the district's installations, buildings, and equipment, tools, furniture,
fixtures, or other personal property owned by the district.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50118 Approved reserve fund; establishment; purpose; payments into fund; resolution
as to use of money; limitations.
Sec. 50118. (1) The western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district shall establish 1 or more special

debt service reserve funds to secure its bonds, referred to in this part as approved reserve funds. The district
shall pay into an approved reserve fund the money appropriated and made available by the state for the
purpose of the fund. The money held in an approved reserve fund and the income on that money shall be used
as required by the resolution authorizing the issuance of bonds and creating the fund for their repayment.

(2) An approved reserve fund requirement in the resolution of the board authorizing the bonds with respect
to which the fund is established shall not exceed the maximum amount of principal and interest maturing and
becoming due in any succeeding calendar year on the bonds secured in whole or in part by the fund. The
district shall not issue bonds secured in whole or in part by an approved reserve fund if, upon the issuance of
the bonds, the amount in the fund would be less than the requirement for the fund, unless the district at the
time of issuance of the bonds deposits in the fund from the proceeds of the bonds to be issued, or from other
sources, an amount which, together with the amount then in the fund, is not less than the approved reserve
fund requirement for the fund.
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History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.50119 Applicability of part.
Sec. 50119. Except where expressly modified by this subpart, this part applies to the western Upper

Peninsula forest restoration pilot project.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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